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j advancing years, he appears to be^
in fairly good physical and men
tal condition, maintaining an in-

I  terest in his various affairs. Fol-
lowing the biblical injunction he
"takes a little wine for the
.stomach'.s sake." Ilussell also con-
tribul.cs to other charities, notably
religious-connected ones, and while
he was being interviewed a "par
ishioner" came in for a "forgotten
Christina.s present." lie received,
it in the form of folding money. As
sisting in the several enterprises
are Alexander Gibson (at the fun
eral home). Hey ward Banks and
Ed Woodward.

An ardent ba.seball fan, from
J<)2:i until travel become too dif
ficult for him, Russell rarely miss
ed a World Series when the games
were played in New York and he
frequently secured tickets for
friends. His favoiite clubs were the
old Giants, the Brooklyn Dodgers
and the Yankees.

Other holdings formerly owned
by the longtime funeral director in
clude two' South Congress Street;
stores which currently house a
cafe, poolroom and barbershop.
This property was recently pur
chased for a reputed $40,000 by
Bert W. King, proprietor of an
appliance, tv and radio centei, a
jewelry and furniture and the own
er of other business interests.

: Alexander Russell, doubtles.s
^airfield's oldest businessman both
It actual years and in length of
ervicc, recently donated $2,000 to
he Fairfieid Memorial Hospital,
'he arinouneement was made by
)r, ,C'. S. McGatils, administrator,
viio. on Irehaif of tiie hospital
loard. publicly expresses appre-
Ifdion to Mr. Russell for the gcn-
:rmis contribution.

Thi.s was Hie local Negro nror-
Ician's .second gift to the county
n.ditiition, .Shortly after the hos-
litai opened hi 1!).54, he contributed
-he money for a Cystoscopie Room,
vliich contains special equipment
or treating kidney ailments. A
daque on the door carries the
lonor's name.

Dr. McCants says the .$2,000 do-
lation will probably be used to
•quip a patient's room in the new
viiig of the liospilal, soon to be
lompleteil. Other recent gifl.s to
:he hospital include an ice-making
macliinc, made possible l>y .loseph,
B. Elliott. Winnsboro native, novvi
;hairmaii of ttic iioard of York Cor
poration in Philadelphia, and a
SlOO gift hy the newly formed
Wimisboi'o DcMolay Club. All these
rioiuitions are vmy useful and deep,
iy appreciated, officials declare,
and assist greatly in tlic expen.sive

rooms, both new and "ofd! "MBifrRtnitS
the hospital staff successfully bat(j
ties most infectious diseases. thSj
addiction to giving is one malady;
it would like to see become a bit
more contagious.

Alexander Russell, who will be^
89 years old this spring, was born
May 20, 1878, in what is now the
Winn.sboro Mills village, the snii
of ,1. W. and Elizabeth Ru.ssoll.
lEarly in life, he purchased a farm
from his father, made a' success
of this difficult avocation and has
continued to expand his interests
ever since. He was married to the
late .lessie DeWese, who died a-
bout a year ago.

Young Russell enrolled in the
then ratlicr ill-equipped and under
staffed local schools and later at
tended Jolmson C. Smith Univer
sity in Cliarlotle for a brief period,
lie worked for the Pullman Gom-
pany five years before returning to
Winnsboro to pursue varied busi
ness interests, where he has lived

' ever since.
j  In addition tO' some farm lands,
lu: has aecumulatcd a substantial

i amount of properly. The Russell
' Funeral Home and ambulance ser-
' vice is operated from a building
i on South Vanderhorst Street and
adjacent to it is a modest resiclenee

Svherft the -elderlv proprietor now

Aged Negress
Earns Reward

Margaret Goings, 99, Oldest Per-'
son In Fairfield County, Dies:,
At Home Of Daughter.

Margaret Goings, (colored) who]
was in her ninety-ninth year, and
who had lived in Winnsboro and
vicinity practically her entire life,
died at the home of her daughter#
Katie Emerson on last Thursday
about noon and was buried on Sun
day. She came here as a girl of
13 from Virginia, where she and
her mother were sold as slaves,
and became the property of the
well known Emmett Ellison who
lived on a large plantation north
of Winmsboro. "Ma'm Margaret"
was a well known figure in Winns
boro where she was a practical
nurse for a number of years. She
had many friends among bo^ rac
es, and was known for her up
rightness, honesty and integrity.
She was the oldest person living
in Winnsboro, and pipbably one of

fhe oldest in the County. Her
passing marks that of those good
old time darkies whose day is
nearly over. Up to several weeks
ago she had retained all of her fa
culties, but finally the infirmites
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The subject of this sketch Wasj
bom 14 miles north of Chesteiv S.i
C., a slave, the property bf KlrR.|
Rebecca Nance for -whom through^
,the flow of SO years he has treas-s
iured a respect and affection for
the Christian chars, fed and human

; sympathy that was the ideal re-
dation between Mistress and slave
before emancipation.
In 1.S70, he began school life un

der Mr. Looinas, a northern whit#:
man, who taught him his abe's andli
under whom he learned to read and !
spell from the old blue back spel
ling book. He next went to Biddle
University, Charlotte, N, C. where
he remained under the instruction
of the faculty, particularly Dr.
Mattoon, for four years. At Ciddle
he was licensed to preach the Gos-
pel.

^ He commenced to preach in ItdTo.
-  - _ ^ He began teaching in the negro

school at Hlackstock, S. C. the same

year (1S75), succeeding Mr. Chris-
ou' T. W. Ruff stands in front of a 1946 hearse, which Rufitopher Elder, a white man. Here

Motor Company ordered for the late Alexander Russell (standing, far left). Thche began to .show his ability as an
hearse, which resembled an elongated '46 Ford car, Is said to have been the only instructor of youth and the three
one ever ordered through a local company. Mr. Russell was ovyner Iritr'^S heax-t.
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NOT SO LONG AGO
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Lord: namely, purity of heai-t:

uneral Home, now Rnssell-McCntchen. The picture belongs to T. W. Ruff, Jr.
In Salisbury, N.
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humility of nature and unselfish
ness of character.
The first has enabled him all

thi'ou'gh his 86 yeavs to envision
God in his greatness, his wisdom
and his providence and xxiercy.
The second has enabled him to

merit the respect of the white race'
as well as the veneration of tliej
colored race. i

The third has put upon him the
seal of approval of both God and
man and causes generation after
generatioxx of negx'oes to call his
name b!es.sed.
In 1882, in his 3Srd year he ixxar-

ried Mary J. Watts, aged 20, who
still survives as a benign and bless
ing, through the half century of
Iheir useful wedded life; he as
principal and she as assistant
teacher in the Blackstock Colored
School.

On account of age they both have
retired from teaching. In apprecia
tion of his usefulness and the high
type of negro citizenship he has
ever displayed the white trustees
of the School District have named
the School for Colored children
The Kus.sell School." It stands:
just across the raili'oad from the
White Baptist church in Black-
stock, a monument to his una,s3um-
ing, gentle nobleness of character
as a citizen of the negro race.
The late Rev. J. A. White, Asso

ciate Reformed Presbyterian min
ister, made this I'enxark of him once,
'T feel no shame or hesitation in
referring to him as Mr. Russell.
Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God."
Benjamin Russell and his wife

live on a farm of 40 aci'es east of
Blackstock, venex'ated lor their age,
respected for their virtues, regard
ed with aKeotion by their neigh?
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